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Co-Presidents’ Message 

There still may be time to sign up for our Holiday 
Lunch on Saturday, December 7, 12 noon at the 
Balboa Cafe. Contact me if you wish to come. 
 

There is a firm limit of 22 people. 
We are delighted 
to have this in-person lunch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On Pursuing Architecture 
Talk by Aisha Sawatsky 
 
This talk will be held on 
Saturday, January 11, at 
10AM on Zoom as part of the 
next Women’s 
Professional Networking 
Group meeting. Branch 
member Aisha Sawatsky, a 
designer and preservation 
specialist working on historic 
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 buildings throughout the Bay Area. Aisha will talk about her academic and professional journey towards  
 

becoming a licensed architect and discuss the various forks and detours on that journey. A selection of 
historic preservation projects will be presented. The meeting promises to be very interesting. Mark your 
calendars! 

 

Tech Trek 
 
We are already at work on plans for the 2025 and plan to send 15 girls to camps at CSU Fresno and UC 
Santa Cruz. If you would like to make a tax-deductible contribution, please make your check payable to 
AAUW-CA SPF and mail it to me (Barbara Spencer). I then forward it to the appropriate camp treasurer. 
 
Event Recap 
 
We had a very successful and well-attended zoom event on November 9. Branch member Susan Pollack 
presented a talk on Organizing Critical Documents and Information regarding estate-related issues. The 
attendees had many questions and comments on the outline of items she has compiled. Susan has 
presented this information to a number of groups. Our thanks to Susan! 

 
THE BLACK SWAN and The SWEDISH NIGHTINGALE 
 
The well known and greatly admired operatic singer Jenny Lind, was often referred to as the "Swedish 

Nightingale" because of her sweet soprano 
voice. It is said that she inspired Hans 
Christian Andersen to write his fairy tale by 
that name.  She was raised by a divorced 
mother who ran a day school from her home. 
Jenny's musical talent was recognized early. 
She gained admission to the Royal Dramatic 
Training Academy.  She began singing on 
stage at the age of ten. Once some 
voice crises were addressed, she was in great 
demand in operatic roles throughout 
northern Europe.,  
 
 In 1850, after her retirement from touring at 
age 29, she was persuaded by showman, P.T. 
Barnum, to tour the United States in 1850. 

Jenny was planning to donate much of her proceeds to Swedish educational charities.   Concurrently, in 
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Mississippi, Elizabeth Greenfield was growing up under very different and difficult circumstances. Elizabeth had 
been born into slavery.  However, she barely knew her actual parents.  The plantation owner later moved to 
Philadelphia taking Elizabeth to live with her.  She manumitted her, paid her wages, and saw that she was 
educated in a private Quaker School.  Unfortunately following the death of her former "owner", Elizabeth was 
shut out of any inheritance. She was left without any income or place to call home. In order to earn a living, she 
began to work as a music teacher and as a singer at private parties. The quality of her wide- ranging singing 
voice both as a soprano and tenor soon found a  
 
widely appreciative audience. She hired an agent to book her tours.  
However, he often took advantage of her financially. Often Black patrons 
were not allowed to attend her concerts due to racist local laws. Pro and anti-
slavery news articles hounded her. In 1852, she toured in Canada. She was 
probably the first Black woman to sing opera professionally there.   
 
Whereas Jenny Lind was often advertised as the "Swedish 
Nightingale", Elizabeth Greenfield began to be referred to as the "Black 
Swan".  Local financial backing enabled her to study and tour in England. 
After a concert at Buckingham Palace, Queen Victoria gave her enough money 
to finance Elizabeth's passage home. Seeing a potential money 
making client in the "Black Swan", Barnum offered to represent her. She declined. 
 
  In 1853, Elizabeth debuted in New York City before an audience of 4,000.  No Black persons would be admitted 
as there had been no separate seating arranged.      At just about the same time, as Elizabeth was beginning to 
be recognized for her musical talents, Jenny Lind began her grueling (P.T. Barnum financed) east coast musical 
schedule. She was eager to return to Sweden to give some of her earnings to a Swedish educational charity.  
Jenny had difficulty collecting the money she had been promised.  She was well received by American audiences 
but sailed back to Europe never to return.     Even after the start of the Civil War, Elizabeth continued to tour, 
raising money for charity in the North.  She raised funds to support Black Union soldiers.  After the war, she lived 
in Philadelphia, ran a music school and supported many African American causes.  
 
For many years after returning to Sweden, Jenny Lind gave occasional concerts. She donated the proceeds to 
charities that supported free schools. Settling in England in 1882, she became a professor of singing at the Royal 
College of Music in London.      It is unknown if Elizabeth Greenfield and Jenny LInd ever met or were aware of 
each other.  It would have been interesting for them to discuss the difficulties facing women in pursuing their 
musical careers in the mid -1800s. The Nightingale and the Swan would most likely have had much to share with 
each other.  
 
Pat Camarena 
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December Birthdays 

 

Aisha Sawatsky December 25 
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Available to view on YouTube 
https://youtu.be/ku1D3t6g1Lg  
 

 
 

Avanti Editor 

AAUW 

San Francisco Branch 

P.O. Box 31405 

San Francisco, CA 94131-0405 

Address Correction Requested 

 

The American Association of University Women (AAUW), founded in 1881, is the nation’s leading organization advocating 

equality for women and girls. It has a national membership of 150,000. People of every race, creed, age, sexual orientation, 

national origin, and level of physical ability are invited to join. 

AAUW California was launched in San Francisco in 1886 and began lobbying immediately. Check out our website 

https://sanfrancisco-ca.aauw.net 
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