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Co-Presidents’ Message  

Here we are again with summer in San Francisco. According to 
the S.F. Chronicle, this is the coldest summer season since 1965. 
I hope everyone is finding a way to enjoy our shivery summer. 
Some of our activities are on hiatus, but the book groups keep 
reading and meeting. 

Dues Increase 

As of July 1, our branch dues are $105 for the fiscal year 2025-
2026 due to an increase of $10 in state dues. If you have trouble 
logging on to the national website to pay your dues, you may 
send a check payable to AAUW-SF to P.O. Box 31405, SF 94131. 

Celebrations 

This year is our branch’s 140th anniversary, and we want to 
celebrate. Please save the date of December 6 for a celebratory 
lunch and reminiscence of our branch’s storied history. 

The annual Tech Trek Welcome Back event will be held on 
Saturday, August 23, from 2-4 pm, at the Bryant St. Sports 
Basement community room. We will host this summer’s Tech 
Trekkers and their families, It’s always heartwarming to hear 
about their experiences. All branch members and guests are 
welcome. 

Planning Meeting 

The board will meet on Saturday, August 9, at Roli Wendorf’s 
home to discuss plans for branch activities and to formulate a 
budget for the year. If you would like to attend, please contact 
me or Roli. We welcome outside voices. 

Barbara Spencer, Co-President 
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Maggie Goes to Washington 
 

The founder of the Gray Panthers, Maggie Kuhn 
spent a lifetime in social work for the Young 
Women's Christian Association and other 
organizations devoted to social needs, especially 
those of women. 
 
Both this and her editorship of Social 
Progress magazine equipped her well for the role 
she developed  as a leader in the movement to 
improve 
the 
status of 
older 
people. 
She 
began 
that 
career 
after 

mandatory retirement from the United 
Presbyterian  Church, which had employed her until 
age seventy.  The following year, she spoke at the 
White House Conference on Aging, where the term 
"Gray Panthers" was applied to senior activists 
whose politics resembled that of the era's African 
Americans who called themselves the Black 
Panthers.  The first objective of the Gray Panthers 

was passage of legislation to improve conditions in 
nursing homes. 
 
Kuhn's books, Get Out There and do Something 
About Injustice  (1972) and Maggie Kuhn on Aging 
(1977) became rallying cries for senior citizen 
activism,  Like the pioneering anthropologist Ruth 
Benedict's invention of the word "racism", Kuhn 
coined "ageism" to denote discrimination based on 
age.  Still active into her eighties, she published 
her autobiography called No Stone Unturned.   
 
Maggie would be happy to know that the Gray 
Panther organization is still going strong. A 
grassroots organization, they have challenged other 
ageist laws and stereotypes and engaged in anti-war 
activism, Medicare and Social Security preservation, 
intergenerational housing. LGBT rights advocacy, 
the fair treatment of people in nursing homes. and 
the promotion of single payer health care.  
 
 
 
www.womenofthehall.org 
www.eastbaygraypanthers.org 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

Maggie Kepler August 5 
Peg Jackson August 10 
Elizabeth Ray August 15 
Linda Miller August 21 
Persis Ainey August 23 
Nancy Shapiro August 25 
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Avanti Editor 
AAUW 
San Francisco Branch 
P.O. Box 31405 
San Francisco, CA 94131-0405 
Address Correction Requested 
 

 
The American Association of University Women 
(AAUW), founded in 1881, is the nation’s leading 
organization advocating equality for women and 
girls. It has a national membership of 150,000. 
People of every race, creed, age, sexual 
orientation, national origin, and level of physical 
ability are invited to join. 
 
AAUW California was launched in San Francisco in 
1886 and began lobbying immediately. Check out 
our website https://sanfrancisco-ca.aauw.net  
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